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Dear Convener, 

UPDATE ON RENEWABLE HEAT TARGET & ACTIONS – 2020 

I am writing to inform you of our progress towards meeting our renewable heat target. In 
2019, useful renewable heat generated in Scotland was equivalent to 6.5% of fuels (other 
than electricity) consumed for heat up from 6.2% in 2018. This represents an increase of 5% 
in the quantity of useful renewable heat generated year-on-year. Please note, data 
improvements have led to a downward revision to the 2018 figure since last year’s update. 

Renewable heat capacity in operation in Scotland rose marginally in the 2019 calendar year 
to an estimated 2.03 GW, producing an estimated 5,205 GWh of useful renewable heat.  

The growth in renewable heat has been challenging over recent years, and this has been 
accompanied by outturn data on higher than anticipated demand that indicate that around a 
third more non-electrical fuel is consumed for heat than had been anticipated in 2009. The use 
of renewable heat continues to increase year-on-year, but it has been held back by in recent 
years by uncertainty over the future of the UK Government’s Rewneable Heat Incentive 
scheme. Having said that, I recognise the need for more progress in our own investment 
programmes. 

That is why, in order to meet our strengthened climate change targets, the deployment of 
renewable heat must be accelerated in order to further reduce emissions from heating our 
homes and buildings so that, by 2045, emissions in this sector have fallen to near zero. We 
are increasing investment in heat decarbonisation to help secure the Green Recovery and as 
set out in this year’s Programme for Government are committed to investing £1.6 billion over 
the course of the next Parliament. This December we will publish a draft Heat in Buildings 
Strategy setting out a new pathway for reducing the emissions associated with heating our 
homes and buildings to near zero in line with Scotland’s climate change targets.     

I enclose an advance copy of our Update on Renewable Heat Target and Action - 2020, to 
be laid before Parliament on 28 October 2020.  
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This report will also be available at: https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800042070  
 
This fulfils our obligation under Section 62 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, to 
report on progress towards our renewable heat target.  
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